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The History Trust of South Australia respects
the primary role of First Nations in the history
of this place. We acknowledge that these
stories commenced long before the province
of South Australia was proclaimed in 1836.
First Nations people have knowledge, history
and culture that extends millennia into the
past. We acknowledge that First Nations lands
and sovereignty were never ceded and that
building a shared understanding of history is
critical to the future of this place.

→ Aunty Lynette Crocker performs Welcome
to Country, 2021 program launch.
(Photo: Rudi Deco)
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Thank
You
Greetings and salutations. In March of 2020 we made the difficult
decision to cancel SA’s History Festival for that year. South
Australia was entering its first round of COVID-19 lockdown, and,
like all of our arts and cultural institutions, we were devastated to
cancel events and shut our doors in the midst of the pandemic.
This year, as the History Trust of South Australia turns 40, our
History Festival made its triumphant return, exploring the theme
of ‘change’.
Over the 17 years since we presented the first ever SA History
Week, we have grown its reach and impact from humble
beginnings to more than 620 individual events across the state.
On Thursday 15 April, the History Festival program was officially
launched by Minister for Education, the Hon. John Gardner MP.
For the first time, we opened the Festival with a special event
at Adelaide Town Hall, in which panel members explored the
complexities of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal understandings
of past experiences, and how different ways of knowing shape
the practice of history. More than 380 organisers throughout SA
presented events in this year’s program, with almost a third of
those events taking place in regional South Australia.
I would like to extend sincere thanks to event organisers,
volunteers, sponsors and partners, and audiences. Without your
support, stories would remain locked away and unshared.
Thank you for discovering a different story (or two) with us this year.

Greg Mackie, OAM
CEO, History Trust of South Australia
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Supporters
2021
The History Trust
of South Australia is
grateful for the support
received from the
following sponsors
and partners:

GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

PRINCIPAL MEDIA PARTNER

MAJOR PARTNER

PROGRAM PARTNER

REGIONAL PARTNER

OPEN DOORS PRESENTING PARTNER

MEDIA PARTNER

MEDIA PARTNER

PARTNER

PARTNER
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34,972+
Attendance outside
metro Adelaide.

378

6

Organising groups

35.46%
*

Increase in website sessions

153,528
†

623
Events

Event visits

17,173

Online community (social media, email)

*Source: Google Analytics
†Figure based on estimates
and event organiser reports.

Overview
Exploring and living the theme of change
Change was an apt theme for the 2021 History
Festival in light of the magnitude of change we have
all experienced since the COVID-19 pandemic began
in 2020.
The biggest change for the festival itself was its
program: this year, we went all-digital for the very
first time. Given the uncertain nature of gatherings
under often-changing safety advice, we aimed to be
as flexible as possible with our timelines. This gave
organisers enough time to plan safely and to adapt
as situations changed. The digital program allowed
us to provide an extended registration window
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and allowed the History Festival team to make
immediate changes, keeping all event information
timely and accurate.
Event organisers throughout the state rose to the
occasion, welcoming back audiences at 97% of preCOVID attendance levels.

→ L to R: History Festival
launch event, Historian of
the Year Awards (Photos:
Rudi Deco), and Tea Tree
Gully Museum gala
(Photo: Jiayuan Liang)

→ Adelaide Male Voice Choir sings sea shanties aboard the Active II at the South Australian Maritime Museum. (Photo: Jiayuan Liang)

Visitation
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Delivering value to visitors and
event organisers
In our end-of-festival visitor survey,
97% of those responding said they
either agree or strongly agree that the
History Festival is important to South
Australia. Our attendance figures for
2021 certainly bear that out: even with
the uncertainties and restrictions
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, we
were able to retain an estimated 97%
of our 2019 attendance.
→ Showing off the products of the Schmidt-Rodert bakeoven in Hahndorf.
(Photo: Jiayuan Liang)

Pre-COVID audience
retention

Estimated visits to events during South
Australia’s History Festival 2021
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All figures sourced via visitor survey June 2021.

Audience by gender
No answer
(1%)

Male
(20%)

Female
(79%)

→ Mavericks, Madness and Murder most Foul! West Terrace Cemetery tour.
(Photo: Jiayuan Liang)

Audience by age bracket

Agree/strongly agree
History Festival is
important to SA

60%

40%

97%

Favourite event types
80%

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-64

0

Over 65

20%

Social media use
70%
60%

60%

50%
40%

40%
30%

0

TikTok

Twitter

LinkedIn

Pinterest

Instagram

Do not use

0

YouTube

10%

Facebook

Exhibitions

Talks

20%

Guided tours

20%

Events & event organisers
A broad spectrum of events and organisers
represented throughout South Australia
Events in the 2021 program were presented by 378
separate organisations statewide and included
guided tours, film screenings, family events, open
days, panel events, performances, workshops, bus
tours, exhibitions, special events and more, at a wide
range of locations and venues.
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‘Thoroughly enjoyed the events
I and my group attended. [The
History Festival] has opened up
a new world for my 14 year old
granddaughter.’

Entry to 63% of events in the 2021 program were
either free or by donation. A further 25% cost less
than $20 to attend.
Most organising groups are run solely by volunteers
and many others are partly volunteer-run or staffed.

63%

Visitor survey

378 22%

History Festival events offering
admission at no charge or by
donation

Event
organisers

Event admission fees

Overall visitor satisfaction

80%

80

Attended
more than 5
events

70
60%

60
50

0

0

Dissatisfied

Less satisfied

Neutral
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Satisfied

$20+

20

Very satisfied

30

$20 or less

20%

40

Free or by donation

40%

Opening Night Event
Exploring how Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
ways of knowing shape the practice of history
On 29 April, the History Festival held an inaugural
opening night event titled ‘Knowing the Past’ —an
in-conversation event between Nukunu-Ngadjuri
man and History Trust of South Australia Trustee
Dr Jared Thomas and University of Adelaide research
fellow Dr Skye Krichauff, an ethno-historian whose
work focuses on colonial cross-cultural relations.
The conversation was facilitated by Dr Jenni Caruso
who is an Adjunct Lecturer at the University of
Adelaide, an Eastern Arrente woman and a survivor
of the Stolen Generations.
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Before an audience of more than 200, speakers
examined the complexities of Aboriginal and nonAboriginal understandings of past experiences
and how these different ways of knowing shape the
practice of history.
To date, a further 88 people have listened to the
recording on the History Trust’s Talking History
Podcast, syndicated to major podcast platforms.

‘Silences aren’t empty.
They’re loaded...they
can carry so much
meaning.’

‘Thank you for the Festival. It has a full and
varied program, which enables us to learn of
our history and enjoy finding out about our
state. I appreciate the time and efforts of all
presenters greatly.’

Dr Jenni Caruso

Visitor survey

→ Left to right: Dr Jared Thomas in conversation with Dr Skye Krichauff,
facilitated by Dr Jenni Caruso. (Photo: Liz Grandmaison)

→ Kaurna woman Tiahna Silvy of Kuma
Kaaru welcomed the audience to
Country. (Photo: Liz Grandmaison)

First Nations & youth
First Nations focus program
The 2021 History Festival program included almost
30 events focused on First Nations histories,
including exhibitions, walks, interpretive talks,
workshops, film screenings and more.
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‘Because people are listening with a different set of ears, Aboriginal knowledge and
Aboriginal history [are being] seen as a valid
form of history.’

Dr Jenni Caruso

→ Cultural Officer Tom leads visitors along the Warriparinga history and environment walk at Living Kaurna Cultural Centre in
Bedford Park. (Photo: Karen Blackwood)

Poetry Takeover Challenge
The 2021 Poetry Takeover Challenge invited young
people between years 4 and 9 to create a poem about
or inspired by an object from a South Australian
museum or gallery and relating to the theme
‘transformation’.
This year, the challenge attracted 37 entries from
students across the state. Winners were chosen by
a panel of four young writers under the guidance of
Migration Museum Officer, Bec Pannell.

→ 2021 Poetry Takeover Ambassador Manal Younus and a
young workshop participant. (Photo: Liz Grandmaison)

Another significant addition to this year’s Poetry
Takeover was our Ambassador Manal Younus.
Manal is an Australian based storyteller from Eritrea
who believes that language and stories are the very
fabric of our existence. She encouraged young
writers to respond to history in their own words and
‘to be inspired and inspire how the future views the
past through the eyes of our present’.

Statewide coverage
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‘I really believe in the SA History
Festival as a way of sharing our
collective story and the legacy
of our forebears.’

2021 Event organiser

→ All aboard for steam locomotive rides at the National
Railway Museum (Photo: Jiayuan Liang)
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Number of Events by Region
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Adelaide
Metro

Event organisers said the
History Festival is important
or very important to their
organisation
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Promoting the History Festival
Reaching out through print, audio & news media
A 24-page Highlights Magazine was distributed
in the Saturday Advertiser in 2021. The magazine
augmented the digital progam and featured stories
showcasing the festival to new and established
audiences. An additional 20,000 were printed and
made available at public libraries and visitor centres
across South Australia.
In April, we launched a six-episode podcast to give
listeners a sense of the range of events on offer in
the 2021 program. The podcast was produced by
Solstice Podcasting and regional segments were
supported by regional sponsor SA Power Networks.

‘I enjoy it
more than
the Fringe!’

Visitor
survey

→ History Festival featured in SA Weekend 8 May edition

341

614

Media stories & articles across
print, TV, radio and online

Podcast
listeners
May-Sep ‘21

Printed materials
5K

1K

→ Our six-episode podcast ‘A State of Change’ gave listeners
a glimpse behind the scenes of several festival events.
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Online presence
Continuing to strive to deliver the best possible
digital experience for our audiences
After more than a decade, in 2021 the History
Festival launched a brand new website, which
hosted the official 2021 program. The website saw
more than 59,000 visits from 1 April to 31 May
2021—a 35.46% increase from the same period in
2019. April/May 2021 also saw a 34.53% increase in
website users (source: Google Analytics).
The new website gives the festival a fresh face and
was well-received by many users. However, as with
most website relaunches, there were rough spots.

@HistoryFestival
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Through our end-of-festival survey, our audience
members let us know what they liked and didn’t like
about the new site. We take this feedback seriously
and are working hard with our web designers
to ensure the 2022 experience is smooth and
convenient.
In April and May 2021, History Festival Facebook
page daily reach increased by 87% from the same
period in 2019 (source: Facebook analytics). During
the same period, we reached 23,799 people through
Instagram and the History Trust’s Instagram
followers grew by 9%.

@HistorySA

@HistorySA

6,524
Followers

2,228
Followers

5,062
Followers

↑
23% increase
from 2019

↑
9.11% increase
over April
and May

3,359
Subscribers

Maintained
since 2020

37,715
→ Redesigned desktop and mobile websites gave the festival a fresh new look.

History Festival
website users April &
May 2021

South Australia’s History Festival
is proudly presented by the
History Trust of South Australia
GPO Box 1836
Adelaide SA 5001

historyfestival@history.sa.gov.au
(08) 8203 9888

historyfestival.sa.gov.au
#SAHistoryFest

